
The Difference 

Those Who Don’t Believe 

& And Those Who Do Believe  

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 



So, what is the difference between the believer and the 

non-believer as taught in God’s Word? 

I. The Difference Between Hope  

 and No Hope (v. 13) 

A. What hope do we have when a loved one 

dies? 

 - Death is like a sleep for the believer because: 

 (1) it is a temporary state  

 (2) it is a restful state  

 (3) it is a state from which one awakes     



I. The Difference Between Hope and 

No Hope  

B. The Bible gives us the answer for our 

hope.  

 - 1 Corinthians 15:16-20 

C. Death brings sorrow for those who 

remain. 

D. But there is a difference in sorrow felt 

by Christians. 



Revelation 6:9-11 

“How long… until You judge and avenge 

our blood on those who dwell on the 

earth?”   

E. The world has no such hope for their 

dead.  



II. The Difference Between Believing 

and Not Believing (V. 14) 

A. “If we believe that Jesus dies and rose again”  

B. Faith brings hope: to believe is to trust (rely upon).  

C. More than intellectual agreement. 

D. “With the heart one believes unto righteousness” 
Rom. 10:10 

E. There is no hope apart from receiving Christ by faith. 

F. There is no doubt if He has become one’s personal 
Savior. 

 - 2 Cor. 5:17, Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation; old things have passed away; behold, 
all things have become new.  



III. The Difference Between the First 

and Second Resurrection (vv. 16-17) 

A. What will happen when Jesus returns?   
 

- The First Resurrection: The dead in Christ. 
  (1 Cor. 15:42-49) 

B. Raised to be like Jesus. 

 - 1 John 3:2, Beloved, now we are 
children of God; and it has not yet been 
revealed what we shall be, but we know 
that when He is revealed, we shall be like 
Him, for we shall see Him as He is.  



III. The Difference Between the First 

and Second Resurrection          

C. This is the first resurrection. 

 - John 5:28-29, “Do not marvel at this; 

for the hour is coming in which all who 

are in the graves will hear His voice 
29and come forth – those who have 

done good, to the resurrection of life, 

and those who have done evil, to the 

resurrection of condemnation.”   



Revelation 20:4-6 

And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment 
was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of 
those who had been beheaded for their witness to 
Jesus and for the word of God, who had not 
worshiped the beast or his image, and had not 
received his mark on their foreheads or on their 
hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a 
thousand years.  

5But the rest of the dead did not live again until the 
thousand years were finished. This is the first 
resurrection.  

6Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first 
resurrection. Over such the second death has no 
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, 
and shall reign with Him a thousand years. 



III. The Difference Between the First 

and Second Resurrection 

D. The Second resurrection. 

 - One thousand years later                   

(Rev. 20:11, 14-15) 

 - Great White Throne is only for the 

unbelievers. 



Matthew 13:41-42 

The Son of Man will send out His angels, 

and they will gather out of His kingdom 

all things that offend, and those who 

practice lawlessness,  
42and will cast them into the furnace of 

fire. There will be wailing and gnashing 

of teeth. 


